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CLIMATE CHANGE — PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM 

Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [6.51 pm]: I rise tonight to condemn the Prime Minister and the 
Deputy Prime Minister for their actions at the Pacific Islands Forum last week. We know these nations are most 
at risk of the effects of climate change. We know they face rising oceans. 

Hon Robin Scott: The oceans aren’t rising; the islands are sinking! 

Hon TIM CLIFFORD: Noted. 

It is quite apt that we speak about this topic this week, because there was a bit of a fallout following those comments 
by the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister. I urge the state government to reconsider the referral of any 
issue addressing climate change to the federal government, because the federal government is an abject failure 
when it comes to this issue. The Pacific Islands called for a ban on coal and for Australia to reduce its emissions, 
but the Prime Minister failed to do so. In fact, he offended many of the island leaders. Coming back closer to 
home, the Deputy Prime Minister said that the people of those nations would survive the impacts of climate 
change by coming to Australia to pick our fruit. That is pretty disgraceful in my books. That is why I think the 
Australian government is becoming more and more the butt of jokes in the South Pacific. We need real action on 
climate change. 

This also goes back to the Pacific Islands Forum of 2015 when Prime Minister Tony Abbott was there. When 
Tony Abbott said that the meetings in Port Moresby did not run to schedule, the immigration minister replied — 

“Time doesn’t mean anything when you’re, you know, about to have water lapping at your door.” 

They are disgraceful comments. These things are important to many people in our region. These people need to be 
respected. These people have children. They have lived in the region for hundreds, if not thousands, of years. 
These people need the support of a country like Australia, not only for their own survival, but for our own interests. 
We hear a lot about regional security. The Australian government offends its neighbours and wonders why 
influence is coming from other countries in this region. If we fail to help these nations, we are looking at other 
influences coming in to undermine our national security. In a lot of ways it amazes me that I even have to stand 
up in this echo chamber and talk about this issue. We hear scientists and experts in this country talking about the 
importance of addressing our national security, yet our neighbours are literally facing annihilation. It is an absolute 
disgrace in my eyes. How can we have any moral standing in our own region if we totally disrespect our neighbours 
and their existence? At the end of the day, these people have been in this region for a lot longer than we have, yet 
we are willing to go over to their nations and kick the hell out of them in a forum that is supposed to be about 
bringing people together and addressing issues in the region. 

Hon Colin Holt: That’s why you have a chance to stand up and hold them to account. 

Hon TIM CLIFFORD: Absolutely, and I am grateful to have this platform to hold the federal and state 
governments to account. But we cannot address this issue if we do not work together—that is one thing—and we 
cannot address it if we are going to kick our neighbours. At the end of the day, they are just like us. I heard that 
one of the leaders at one of the forums was literally in tears. Are their tears not equal to ours? Are their children’s 
tears not equal to our children’s tears? Do their children not deserve a future like our children do? I think it is an 
absolute disgrace that I have to use this platform to stand up to call on state and federal governments to deal with 
an issue that is blatantly staring us in the face; we are driving into a wall, and it is nearly impossible to fathom. 

Various local government councils have declared a climate emergency and are calling on other jurisdictions to do 
more. We can expect more children taking to the streets, and recently we have seen representatives of big business 
talking about morality. Australia is one of the largest emissions exporters in the world; what we are doing now 
accounts for 1.4 per cent of domestic emissions and nearly five per cent of the world’s exported emissions. It is an 
absolute disgrace. If we look at emissions projections to 2030, it is expected that Australia alone will be responsible 
for 17 per cent of the world’s emissions.  

We have a moral responsibility to deal with this issue and we have a responsibility to our neighbours. There is 
a lot of talk about members coming together and working towards solutions. I know the government has said that 
it is working on a climate change policy, but I would also like to see the opposition work on some sort of policy. 
Members of the opposition say that climate change exists and that there are no deniers on that side of the house, 
so why do they not put forward some of their own proposals and pip the government at the post? Members of the 
crossbench could also come forward with solutions. These are things that we can do together, but we cannot score 
political points out of this issue anymore, because that will mean that nations in the South Pacific are literally 
going to drown. 

House adjourned at 6.57 pm 
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